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Blue Springs EDC:
The Power of Potential
Blue Springs Economic Development Corporation (EDC) exists to promote business
development and investment leading to the creation of jobs and supporting
economic development in the City of Blue Springs, Missouri. The EDC partners
with the City of Blue Springs and collaborates with the Blue Springs Chamber of
Commerce, Blue Springs School District, Central Jackson County Fire Protection
District and both entrepreneurs and the Blue Springs business community.
The EDC strives to provide Blue Springs with support and outreach to existing
businesses, attracting and promoting new business development, enhancing the
community with new and improved community policies and processes that promote
the potential for growth, and building financial and organizational sustainability
for Blue Springs EDC.
Blue Springs is committed to fostering a united and focused growth strategy.
The EDC’s role continues to focus limited resources on product improvement
strategies that offer long-term growth potential and providing targeted business
support to existing employers while also positioning Blue Springs to attract new
companies and their jobs. Continue reading to learn more about some of our
successes and highlights from the past year.

NEW Business Development
Ecto Development Corporation relocated and expanded its offices from Excelsior
Springs to Blue Springs, moving into a 7,600 square foot building at 850 NW Pink
Hill Rd. Before their first year of operations in Blue Springs was realized, Ecto broke
ground on a 2,500 square foot expansion to provide additional warehouse space,
light manufacturing facilities and new job opportunities to support their rapid
growth plans. Ecto provides chemical and pesticide formulation, registration and
research and development (R&D) capabilities to pharmaceutical and animal health
companies. Many of the companies Ecto does business with are in the Greater
Kansas City region, although their footprint is global support. It made sense for
them to move and become more involved with the expanding Animal Health
Corridor, the local business community and Blue Springs School District.
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Trade Adjustment Assistance for
Firms Relocates to Mizzou Center in
Blue Springs
The Mid-America Trade Adjustment Assistance for Firms (TAAF) office moved into
Mizzou Center at Blue Springs. TAAF is a federal program that provides funding
and assistance to American manufacturers and some service firms that have been
affected by changes in international markets, offshoring and other threats to
competitiveness. TAAF’s goal is to help firms compete with other global suppliers
by strengthening their financial stability.
TAAF is part of the University of Missouri’s business development program and
a sister program with the Missouri Small Business & Technology Development
Centers and Missouri Procurement Technical Assistance Centers.

On the Move
EDC was thrilled when The Hartley Group purchased the Dickinson Theatre located
at 1901 N. 7 Highway. The Hartley Group invested time and money revitalizing and
renovating the building, updating the projection equipment to run the latest in
digital movie technology and creating a family focused environment that partners
with the community and has engaged the Blue Springs School District. The new
management brings NEC digital projection including 3D and Dolby Digital Sound
to the movie watching experience. A loyalty program will be put in place to reward
avid movie goers.
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Missouri Innovation Park
Work continues for Missouri Innovation Park’s first 60,000 square foot building
that will house MU and collaborating tenants. In late February, Kit Bond Strategies
hosted a VIP event for MU and regional corporations/organizations whose research,
educational and collaborative interests parallel the Mizzou Advantage strategies.
During the program, Mizzou officials presented their business strategy for the GKC
region and shared their research strengths and collaboration goals. Of the 70 plus
attendees, more than 35 were regional business and research leaders with whom
follow up meetings are being pursued.

Grow Blue Springs
Grow Blue Springs (GBS) is a unique community uniting entrepreneurs, startups and
small business owners through online resources, local community networking and
investment events. The GBS program also supports business plan development,
creation and refining, which takes businesses from idea to implementation,
expansion at their own pace and links to opportunities for investment and growth
capital, along with business coaching and mentoring. Successfully launched in
May 2012, the program promotes business development by giving entrepreneurs
access to local and regional tools, funding and the local business resources needed
to succeed when they need them.
Three Grow Blue Springs events were held in 2012, allowing attendees to hear
several businesses present their ideas for growth, creating or launching a new
business, learning about crowd funding and encouraging participants to network
with one another and meet potential investors.
One success story launched by GBS has gained national attention for Blue Springs.
The Sweet Tooth Cupcakery, owned by Trevor and Amy Goodwin, was featured
on the hit show “Cupcake Wars” on the Food Network in October. Founded in
2010, The Sweet Tooth opened its commercial location in January 2012 at 3100 D
S. 7 Highway.

Development and Redevelopment
The past few months have seen a significant push toward redevelopment and new
greenfield site construction on North 7 Highway. Several projects located in this
area have included QuikTrip, the redevelopment of the former 84 Lumber, Mirror
Image Car Wash and Wal-Mart Neighborhood Market, are beginning to transform
this transportation corridor.
Highways 40 and 7 are experiencing continued leasing and investment and the
redevelopment of Woods Chapel Road and the I-70 Interchange has spurred
renewed interest in retail development along that corridor, including the Oaks at
Woods Chapel retail center, which will begin with a CVS store.
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Kansas City Animal Health Corridor
The Kansas City Animal Health Corridor is one of the several complementary and
overlapping strategic regional growth initiatives that EDC can leverage.
Within the region, there is a solid focus on “One Health/One Medicine,” which
reflects both the continuum and convergence of food, nutrition, wellness and
moving medical discoveries from bench to patient, while sharing discoveries and
treatments between humans and animals. This regional focus is in line with the
Missouri Innovation Park project. In October 2012, Blue Springs EDC hosted a
regional convening of BioResearch Central. This newly launched organizational
effort exists to build the region’s $1.6 billion diverse contract research market
which represents 90 companies, including our own Ecto Development, and
representing 9,000 jobs. This regional life science market is ranked among the top
15 locations in the U.S. for contract research.

Blue Springs EDC
Celebrates Eighth Year of Operations
The Blue Springs EDC formed as a result of a sustained and organized business
and civic leadership call to action to advance the growth and development of
Blue Springs collaboratively with local and regional businesses, key stakeholder
organizations including; the City of Blue Springs, Blue Springs Chamber of
Commerce, Blue Springs School District, Central Jackson County Fire Protection
District, St. Mary’s Medical Center and many others. From the core of the 25
business and civic leaders who convened over eighteen months beginning in
2004, their work resulted in the creation of the EDC in November of 2005. On May
2, 2013, the Blue Springs EDC will hold its 8th Annual Meeting and membership
election. While its goals and focus continue to evolve and change to respond
to the community’s short and longer-term economic growth opportunities and
priorities, the fundamentals remain the same:

“To be an Advocate for Growth Through Collaboration.”
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Together We’re Better!
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